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economic, social, and environmental challenges that contribute to social exclusion,
poverty, and population decline. In this context, the concept of creative settlements has
emerged as an innovative approach for revitalizing rural communities and promoting
sustainable development. The present study aimed to identify an appropriate model for
the formation of creative rural settlements in Rashtkhwar County, located in Razavi
Khorasan Province, Iran.

Methods: This research employed a descriptive—analytical methodology. Relevant
indicators were identified through documentary studies and preliminary field
investigations. Data were collected using field observation forms, expert questionnaires,
and household surveys. The collected data were analyzed using Fuzzy DEMATEL and
SPSS software. The findings revealed that participation was the most influential
component in the formation of creative rural settlements, with a mean score of 4.05.
Furthermore, 70.3% of surveyed households reported an increase in the process of
creative settlement formation during the last decade, whereas 21.2% perceived a decline.
Results: The results indicate that rural participation, social cohesion, occupational
diversification, local leadership capacity, and the promotion of creative ideas significantly
contribute to the emergence and development of creative settlements.

Conclusions: The study concludes that the participatory model represents the most
effective framework for fostering creative rural settlements in Rashtkhwar County.
Strengthening participatory mechanisms can enhance other dimensions of creativity and
innovation, thereby accelerating rural development and improving the resilience and
sustainability of rural communities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The concept of creative settlements has recently gained increasing attention as an innovative
strategy for addressing the complex challenges facing rural regions. Many rural areas in
developing countries experience persistent economic stagnation, environmental degradation,
population decline, and social marginalization. These challenges often lead to increased
poverty, out-migration, and weakened local development capacities. Within this context,
creative settlements are considered a promising approach for mobilizing local resources,
fostering innovation, strengthening community participation, and promoting sustainable rural
development. Rashtkhwar County in Razavi Khorasan Province represents a particularly
relevant case, as the region possesses considerable agricultural and socio-cultural potential
while simultaneously facing severe environmental and demographic challenges. Therefore, this
study sought to identify an appropriate model for the formation of creative settlements in the
rural areas of Rashtkhwar County.

Methods

The study adopted a descriptive—analytical research design. Initially, a comprehensive set of
indicators relevant to the local context was identified through documentary research and
preliminary field observations. Data collection was subsequently conducted using field
observation forms, household questionnaires, and expert surveys.

Statistical analyses were performed using Fuzzy DEMATEL techniques and SPSS software to
evaluate the relative importance and causal relationships among the factors influencing the
formation of creative settlements.

Results

The findings indicate that participation constitutes the most influential factor in the
development of creative rural settlements, achieving the highest mean score (4.05). Results
further demonstrate that 54.3% of respondents believe that creative rural settlements have
played a highly significant role in promoting socio-cultural development. Approximately
23.8% identified the reduction of rural out-migration as one of the most important socio-cultural
outcomes associated with creative settlements. In addition, 70.3% of surveyed households
reported that the process of creative settlement formation has intensified during the past decade,
whereas 21.2% perceived a decline during the same period. The analysis also revealed that
several factors significantly contribute to the emergence of creative settlements, including
increased community participation in social, economic, cultural, and political affairs; stronger
social cohesion and collective solidarity; diversification of rural occupations and small-scale
industries; effective local leadership and management; utilization of skilled professionals; and
the promotion of creative ideas through digital platforms and media networks. Villages such as
Fathabad, Basfar, Abbasabad, Faramishan, and Jannatabad exhibited the highest levels of these
influential characteristics and demonstrated greater potential for creative settlement
development. The Fuzzy DEMATEL analysis identified the participatory model as the most
appropriate and influential framework for fostering creative settlements in the study area. The
high R-D value associated with participation indicates that strengthening participatory
mechanisms can positively influence other dimensions of creativity and innovation within rural
communities. Enhanced participation not only stimulates local initiatives and collective action
but also facilitates knowledge exchange, institutional capacity building, and community-driven
development processes.
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Conclusion

The successful formation of creative rural settlements depends largely on strengthening
participatory governance structures, fostering social capital, promoting local innovation, and
empowering rural communities to actively engage in development processes. The findings
suggest that creative settlements can serve as an effective strategy for reducing rural decline,
mitigating migration pressures, enhancing local livelihoods, and promoting sustainable rural
development. Consequently, policymakers and rural development practitioners should
prioritize participatory approaches and community-based innovation as key pillars for the future
transformation of rural areas.

Keywords: Sustainable Rural Development, Participatory Development, Social Capital,
Creative Village, Rural Innovation, Creative Rural Settlements.
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