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the conversion of agricultural land uses (0.0045), a perceived privatization of space
(0.0044), and unemployment in rural areas (0.0042), among others.

Conclusions: Rural shrinkage in Saqgez is a consequence of the logic of the
commodification of space under neoliberal capitalism and the ineffectiveness of local
governance. Migration constitutes a major driver of this process and, in turn, reinforces a
vicious cycle of rural shrinkage.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The phenomenon of rural shrinkage, particularly in developing countries, has become one of
the major challenges facing spatial planning. Long-term population decline in rural areas has
profound implications for their economic, environmental, cultural, and social sustainability.
Population decline, when accompanied by economic decline, is commonly understood as rural
shrinkage.

Rural shrinkage initially emerged in Western countries such as Germany, the United Kingdom,
and the United States as a consequence of processes including deindustrialization,
suburbanization, declining birth rates, and population ageing. In recent years, however, several
regions in developing countries have also experienced shrinkage. Population loss has been
regarded as one of the most important indicators of shrinkage. The commaodification of space
has increasingly been recognized as a determining and accelerating factor in this process.
Within the theoretical frameworks of political geography and political economy, particularly
the perspective developed by David Harvey, the commodification of space refers to a process
through which land, natural resources, and even local identities are transformed into
commodities that can be exchanged in national and global markets. More broadly,
commodification refers to a process through which phenomena such as place, space, culture,
land, or other entities are conceptualized as commodities possessing exchange value and,
consequently, can be traded in markets for profit. Given the importance of this issue, the present
study focuses on Saqgez County and analyzes the relationship between the commodification of
space and rural shrinkage. The study seeks to identify the factors contributing to the
commodification of space using field data and a multi-criteria decision-making model, and to
analyze their effects in rural areas in relation to the city. Such an analysis can contribute to a
better understanding of the underlying processes driving rural shrinkage and provide a basis for
developing preventive and corrective policies in spatial planning.

Methods

Data were collected using field-based and library/documentary methods. In the field component
of the study, the information examined included nominal-scale variables represented in an
interaction-effects matrix, as well as variables measured using a Likert scale. To identify the
most important factors influencing rural residents' migration in Sagqgez County, a questionnaire
was administered to rural residents. Non-probability purposive sampling was employed in this
component. The sample size was determined using the principle of theoretical saturation. Given
the lack of precise information regarding the population of people who had migrated from the
villages, 60 questionnaires were distributed and administered to individuals who had migrated
from the rural areas. The questionnaire data were analyzed using the one-sample t-test in SPSS.
To identify the factors influencing the commodification of space, a questionnaire was
administered to experts. The variables included in this questionnaire were organized into four
indicators: urban physical structure, citizens' perceptions, structural adjustment programs, and
the government's socioeconomic policies. The expert sample size was also determined based
on theoretical saturation, and non-probability purposive sampling was employed. The sample
consisted of 10 experts. The validity of the questionnaire was assessed using the Lawshe
Content Validity Ratio (CVR), and all questionnaire items demonstrated a high level of validity
according to the experts, with CVR values above 0.68.

Results
Based on the calculated t-statistic and a significance level of less than 0.001, it can be stated
with 99% confidence that statistically significant differences exist between the hypothesized
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mean and the observed mean for the following variables: the availability of greater employment
opportunities outside the villages, the lack of employment opportunities within the villages,
employment opportunities created by relatives and fellow villagers at destination locations, lack
of banking facilities, the weakening of the agricultural and livestock sectors, inequality in
facilities and services between the villages and the provincial capital and other destination
cities, insufficient educational, healthcare, and recreational facilities in the villages, the
occurrence of drought in recent years, difficulties associated with establishing families for
respondents or their children, encouragement and influence from relatives and members of the
same tribe or social group, family poverty, and the ineffective performance of urban authorities.
The observed mean scores for these variables were higher than the theoretical mean of 3,
indicating that these factors play a determining role in the migration of rural residents from
Saqgez County. According to the final importance vector generated by the DANP model, the
factors associated with the commaodification of rural space in relation to rural shrinkage were
ranked, in descending order of importance, as follows: degradation of natural landscapes, a
sense of alienation from space, conversion of agricultural land uses, perceived privatization of
space, rural unemployment, second-home tourism in rural-urban areas, incorporation of
surrounding villages, absence of taxation on repeated transactions involving land and housing,
land and housing speculation, government housing policies, the dependence of rural
municipality revenues on building-permit issuance, banks stimulating demand for urban land
and housing, the dominance of cities in economic growth processes and neglect of rural areas,
the declining role of the state in the economy, reduction in the value of the national currency,
privatization of industries and companies, and labor casualization and the increasing prevalence
of temporary employment.

Conclusion

The findings from both analytical approaches -the one-sample t-test and the DANP model-
underscore the central role of policies and institutional performance in shaping the
commodification of space. Structural adjustment policies, privatization, and the reduction of
the state's role in the economy, which occupy ranks 14-17 in the DANP model, together with
the prioritization of urban development, ranked 13th in the DANP model, have contributed to
the commodification of space and the concentration of resources in urban areas. The
dependence of rural municipality revenues on building permits, ranked 11th in the DANP
model, and the absence of taxation on repeated land transactions, ranked 8th, indicate the
entrapment of local governance within the logic of land and real-estate speculation. Rather than
supporting sustainable rural development, these policies contribute to the commodification of
space. The ineffective performance of authorities, which recorded the highest mean score in the
t-test (4.77), indicates shortcomings in local governance with regard to crisis management and
the provision of alternative solutions to migration. Overall, rural shrinkage in Saggez can be
understood as a consequence of the commodification of space under neoliberal capitalism,
compounded by ineffective local governance. Migration constitutes a major driver of this
process and, in turn, reinforces the vicious cycle of rural shrinkage.

Keywords: Rural Shrinkage, One-Sample t-Test, Saqgez County, Commaodification of Space,
DANP Model, Migration.
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