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Objective: Rural entrepreneurship is a concept that has been examined from different
perspectives and it is believed that it is necessary as an efficient strategy for the social
development of the villages. Women's entrepreneurship in the villages is a multi-
dimensional phenomenon and is influenced by various factors. In today's Iranian society,
women have played a significant and expanding role in the field of business. The present
study was conducted to explain the role of women entrepreneurs in the social
development of the villages of Soumesara.

Methods: The research method is applied and based on library, documentary, and field
studies. To analyze the data, SPSS software and integrated models (FARAS+FCOPRAS)
and WASTPAS fuzzy model were used.

Results: The results of the research showed that there is a positive and significant
relationship between the social development of Soumesara villages and women
entrepreneurs. The social participation index with a score of 71.44, improving the quality
of life a score of 71.31, demographic transformation of the villages with a score of 71.20,
and education and awareness with a score of 15.1 71, strengthening communication and
social trust with a score of 71.11, they have assigned the highest and lowest effectiveness
of the role of women entrepreneurs in the villages of Soumesara. Also, the results of the
research findings showed the central districts with a weight value of 3.891, Tolem district
with a weight value of 3.775, and Mirza Kochuk district with a weight value of 3.678,
respectively, have the highest and lowest amount of social development with an emphasis
on the role of women. The entrepreneur is dedicated to himself.

Conclusions: According to the results of this research, rural women entrepreneurs, as
creative, innovative, and thoughtful forces in their field of activity, have been able to
create a transformation in the social development of the rural areas of Soumesara and
contribute to the dynamism of the villages of this county.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Considering the unique characteristics of rural communities, experiences of rural development
worldwide over the past few decades demonstrate that the issue of low income among villagers,
and its associated social, cultural, and political consequences, cannot be resolved merely
through the transfer of knowledge, technology, or material resources. While these elements are
important, a critical factor that policymakers and rural development experts must focus on is
the development of small rural businesses, particularly home-based businesses, and creating the
necessary infrastructure to support their growth (Fotovati et al., 2019).

In this context, women play a vital role in promoting employment and improving the social
standing of their communities. Empowering women by fostering their identity, independence,
and active participation in social affairs, particularly entrepreneurial activities, is crucial for
engaging this significant workforce in the cycles of social production (Alikhani-Dadoklaei,
2013).

Theories of sustainable rural development have also emphasized the importance of increasing
participation and ensuring equal opportunities, especially for rural women (Karami, 2019).
However, despite various studies, the role of rural women entrepreneurs in the social
development of rural areas remains underexplored. Understanding how rural women participate
in village affairs and assessing their impact on social development can provide valuable insights
for addressing many of the social challenges in these regions. The purpose of this research is to
answer the following questions:

1. To what extent do women entrepreneurs influence the social development of villages in
Soumaesara?

2. Which social indicators are most impacted by women entrepreneurs?

3. Which areas of Soumaesara County show the greatest influence of women’s entrepreneurship
on social development?

Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, with both practical and theoretical
objectives. Data was collected using documentary and field methods, including interviews and
questionnaires at the village level in Soumaesara County. Specialized questionnaires were
designed based on the research objectives and hypotheses.

The data was analyzed using descriptive and inferential methods, with findings presented in
tables. SPSS software, integrated models (FARAS+FCOPRAS), the WASTPAS fuzzy model,
and ArcGIS 10.3 were used to analyze the data and generate maps.

Sampling Procedures

The study’s statistical population was selected from 151 villages in Soumaesara County, with
27 villages identified as having women entrepreneurs. A total of 51 women entrepreneurs were
chosen through available sampling. Additionally, 36 local village managers (village heads and
council members) were selected for participation.

Results

The research findings highlight the pivotal role of women’s entrepreneurship in rural
development, with women entrepreneurs driving production and employment in their
communities. Their participation in development programs is crucial for advancing village
economies. Theoretical analysis suggests that successful entrepreneurship in rural areas should
be regarded as a form of human capital. Female entrepreneurs, as creative and innovative forces,
have the potential to significantly transform rural life, helping to combat issues such as poverty,
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unemployment, and the decline of traditional livelihood patterns. In some cases, they can even
reverse village depopulation due to migration. Research on women’s entrepreneurship in rural
areas underscores the importance of recognizing and supporting this human capital to maximize
the impact of women in their various roles. Promoting women’s entrepreneurship is essential
for rural development.

Conclusion

This research, which focuses on rural social development and the role of women entrepreneurs
in Soumaesara County, employed a one-sample t-test to assess the state of rural development.
The social development indicators, including strengthening communication and social trust,
demonstrated positive outcomes. For example, trust in organizations outside the village had an
average value of 3.22, trust in local organizations averaged 3.13, and communication with other
rural areas averaged 3.10, all of which indicate favorable conditions in Soumaesara.

The analysis revealed a strong positive correlation between the role of women entrepreneurs
and sustainable development, with a 99% confidence level. The chi-square test confirmed the
significance of women entrepreneurs in Soumaesara’s rural development. Kramer’s test results
showed a strong relationship between the role of women entrepreneurs and rural development.
Among the social indicators, social participation, with a value of 71.44, emerged as the most
influential factor in Soumaesara County.
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