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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: The Development of Creative Tourism in rural areas as one of the fundamental

Research Article factors in sustainable development and economic growth of rural regions has gained
considerable attention. This research investigates and analyzes the influential factors on the
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Published online 25 July 2024 o mynication technology, and culture and indigenous identity) was designed based on
theoretical foundations. Subsequently, it was distributed among the residents of the rural
district using stratified random sampling. Descriptive statistical methods in SPSS and
EXCEL software were then employed to analyze the data. Furthermore, through one-
sample t-test in SPSS and confirmatory factor analysis in LISREL software, the status of
creative tourism development indicators in Meyan Ab was evaluated.

Results: According to the results obtained, the rural district of Meyan Ab, in terms of
creative rural tourism development indicators, has an average score of 2.88, indicating a
low level of development. Confirmatory factor analysis results demonstrated that in the
infrastructure section, the presence of recreational facilities and hospitality facilities with a
factor loading of 0.88 had the highest correlation and influence, indicating an 88%
correlation. In the next level, in the local participation section, the level of cooperation and
participation of rural people in environmental issues, with a factor loading of 0.87, was
found. Finally, the existence of opportunities and continuous educational programs for the
local community, with a factor loading of 0.86, ranked third in terms of impact.
Conclusions: Therefore, it can be concluded that focusing on and developing these three
aspects are the top priorities for improving and developing creative rural tourism in the
rural district of Meyan Ab in the southern part of Shushtar County. This can assist
managers and planners in making decisions regarding the development of creative rural
tourism in Meyan Ab.
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Introduction

The key to success in creative tourism, a competitive segment of the tourism industry, lies in
satisfying tourists' needs by offering innovative products and services. Creativity in tourism
manifests in various ways, such as developing new tourism products and experiences,
revitalizing existing offerings, enhancing the value of cultural and creative assets, creating by-
products through innovative development, and employing creative techniques to enrich tourist
experiences and invigorate destinations. Active participation, authentic experiences, creative
capacity, and skill development are essential components of creative tourism.

Despite its many tourism potentials, Khuzestan Province has not achieved a strong position in
this field, unlike neighboring provinces that have fared better. Achieving a competitive stance
in tourism requires the involvement of government agencies, tourism-related organizations,
and the private sector. One such area, South Mian Ab rural district in Shushtar County,
Khuzestan Province, is a promising tourist destination due to its historical and cultural
landmarks, natural landscapes, and diverse handicrafts. Its attractions include natural sites like
the Mostowfi palm grove in Band Qir village, Arab Hassan Pond, the confluence of the Dez,
Gargar, and Shatit rivers, and eco-tourist accommodations.

Methods

This applied research utilized a descriptive-analytical approach. The study began with a
review of relevant resources and expert opinions to identify key factors, categorized into six
dimensions: ICT, innovation and initiative, local participation, culture and ethnic identity,
education, and infrastructure. These factors were incorporated into a questionnaire, with each
factor evaluated on a Likert scale based on input from the research population (6,345 residents
of South Mian Ab rural district, aged 18 and over). Using Cochran’s formula, a sample size of
384 participants was determined, with 387 questionnaires ultimately collected without errors.
To assess the status of creative tourism development in South Mian Ab, a one-sample t-test
was performed using SPSS v.26. Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was then conducted in
LISREL to verify the factors influencing creative rural tourism development.

Results

The findings indicate that the development of creative rural tourism in South Mian Ab is
currently underdeveloped, with an average score of 2.88 for relevant indicators. The CFA
results revealed that, in terms of infrastructure, recreational and catering facilities had the
strongest influence, with a factor loading of 0.88, indicating an 88% relationship. In the local
participation dimension, community involvement in environmental issues had a factor loading
of 0.87. Lastly, the availability of educational opportunities for the local population, with a
factor loading of 0.86, ranked third in terms of impact. These results suggest that focusing on
the development of these three areas is crucial for fostering creative tourism in South Mian
Ab. This information can guide local managers and planners in making informed decisions to
promote rural creative tourism.

Conclusion

In terms of infrastructure, the development and enhancement of recreational and catering
facilities are highly influential in advancing creative tourism in South Mian Ab. This includes
building and upgrading accommodations, restaurants, recreational areas, and other tourism-
related infrastructure. Additionally, local participation in environmental issues is crucial, as
active engagement in environmental protection and related initiatives can foster both creative
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tourism and environmental sustainability. Lastly, the promotion of educational programs for
the local community is essential, as increasing knowledge and skills in creative tourism can
create better job opportunities and improve community well-being.

In summary, the main priorities for developing creative rural tourism in South Mian Ab are
improving recreational and catering infrastructure, increasing local participation in
environmental issues, and enhancing education and training related to creative tourism. These
focus areas will aid local managers and planners in advancing the sustainable development of
this important region.
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