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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: This research is based on the identification, investigation and stratification of
Research Article the effective components in rural self-employment in East Azarbaijan province and seeks

to address the following key questions: What are the important components of self-
employment in East Azerbaijan's rural areas? At what level is each component positioned?
What is the relational pattern among these components? And finally, what policies and
decisions can effectively foster the development and growth of rural self-employment?

Methods: The methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical, which qualitatively
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Self-employment is considered a key strategy for the socio-economic development of countries,
particularly in rural areas, where it contributes to improving the livelihoods of low-income
populations and promoting self-sufficiency. Rural development management plays a critical
role in enabling this process, which is integral to a country's overall development. In recent
decades, the rural areas of many countries, including East Azerbaijan Province, have faced
challenges due to specific policies and approaches in rural management and planning. These
challenges have resulted in depopulation, economic stagnation, social and environmental
decline in rural areas, and urban issues such as population overcrowding and marginalization.

According to rural planners and economists, promoting self-employment is one of the most
effective strategies for addressing economic challenges in rural areas. However, rural self-
employment is influenced by a combination of internal and external factors, which play varying
roles in shaping the success of self-employment initiatives within rural communities.

Despite efforts to promote self-employment in East Azerbaijan Province, the level of
employment in rural areas remains below its potential. This is largely due to the lack of attention
given to the interrelationships among self-employment components. Each component has a
unique impact on rural employment, and it is important to understand the role each plays in the
overall process. Therefore, this research seeks to address the following key questions: What are
the important components of self-employment in East Azerbaijan's rural areas? At what level
is each component positioned? What is the relational pattern among these components? And
what policies and decisions can effectively foster the development and growth of rural self-
employment?

Methods

The current research is descriptive-analytical research that was conducted qualitatively in terms
of methodology. This research, in a step-by-step approach, using library studies and conducting
interviews with experts, first determined the important components of rural self-employment.
An expert-oriented approach was used to analyze the information in the form of structural-
interpretive modeling method; The findings of which are presented based on the views and
opinions of the experts of the statistical research community, in the form of different matrices
and finally the stratified model of the relations of the self-employed components of the villagers
with the focus of East Azerbaijan province. One of the best approaches for leveling and
presenting the influencing model of rural self-employment components is Interpretive
Structural Modeling (ISM), which was carried out in the form of seven steps as follows:
identification of factors related to the research problem, formation of structural self-interaction
matrix (SSIM), creating the primary access matrix, creating the final access matrix, determining
the level of factors, drawing a structural-interpretive model and analyzing the power of
influence and the degree of dependence of factors.

Results

The primary outcome of this research is a hierarchical model that integrates the key components
of self-employment in East Azerbaijan's rural areas, showing the one-way and two-way
relationships among these components. The model reveals that the infrastructural and legal-
administrative components are the most influential factors, playing a significant role in shaping
other components. These foundational components are essential for developing rural self-
employment. The findings align with studies by Alden et al. (2024), Raisi et al. (2015), and
Panahi et al. (2015).

Additionally, the social/cultural and individual/family components complement these
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foundational factors in fostering self-employment in East Azerbaijan’s villages. This result is
consistent with the work of Shenge et al. (2021), Zare (2014), and Qolipour (2022). The
professional services and technological components were identified as linked factors at the third
level of the research model, aligning with studies by Jafari et al. (2021). At the fourth level, the
geographical/natural, production, and capital provision components were highlighted as linked
factors, confirming the findings of researchers such as Zahtekash et al. (2021), Ghasemi et al.
(2013), Zandieh et al. (2013), and Heydari Sarban (2014).

The research emphasizes the protection of limited natural-ecological resources, the promotion
of a quasi-endogenous rural economy, and the importance of good rural governance as critical
principles for sustainable rural self-employment development. This point is reinforced by the
work of Azizpour et al. (2021).

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, several practical recommendations are offered to enhance rural
self-employment in East Azerbaijan. First, the creation of adequate infrastructure and the
provision of necessary resources in villages will facilitate product sales and service delivery.
Second, decentralizing planning and empowering local authorities through the establishment of
rural economy and employment desks will improve the efficiency and effectiveness of self-
employment initiatives.

Furthermore, reviewing and amending restrictive laws and regulations, along with designing
support mechanisms for small and medium-sized enterprises, will promote rural employment.
Additionally, providing sufficient professional training will increase awareness among rural
populations regarding the importance of self-employment.

To strengthen rural enterprises and employment organizations, policies should be implemented
to grant rural production clusters the authority and resources needed for active participation in
national and international trade fairs and marketing initiatives. Lastly, reforms to the pricing
system of rural products will allow producers to offer their goods at competitive prices,
enhancing the sustainability of rural self-employment.
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