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Obijective: This study aimed to investigate the effects of tourism entrepreneurship on the
viability of rural households in the North Banajoi Rural District of Bonab County (North
West of IRAN).

Methods: The present study is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical
in terms of its method. The statistical population of the study consists of rural households
in the northern Banajoi rural district of Bonab city. According to the results of the 2016
census, 3828 households, equal to 12262 people, live in this rural district, and 349 people
were selected as a sample using the Cochran formula. The data and information of the
study were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire, the face and content validity
of which was confirmed using the opinions of relevant experts and professors. Also, its
reliability using the Cochran formula was found to be 0.79 for the tourism
entrepreneurship component, 0.77 for the sustainability component, and 0.78 for the
entire questionnaire. In order to analyze the research findings, one-sample t-test,
multivariate regression analysis, and Pearson correlation coefficient were used.

Results: The results of the one-sample t-test showed that the status of tourism
entrepreneurship, with an average of 3.121, and the status of rural household viability,
with an average of 3.223, are in a desirable state. The results of the multivariate regression
analysis of the effects of tourism entrepreneurship on rural household viability showed
that the economic index had the greatest impact on rural household viability, with a beta
coefficient of 0.376. The results of the Pearson correlation coefficient showed that the
value of the obtained correlation coefficient was equal to 0.376, which indicates a
significant relationship between tourism entrepreneurship and rural household viability.
Conclusions: There is a significant relationship between tourism entrepreneurship and
the viability of rural households, so that by providing a platform for entrepreneurship and
improving tourism economic indicators, the viability indicators of rural households will
also improve.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The trends observed in the tourism industry in recent years indicate an increase in demand for
nature-based tourism and rural tourism. Good management of rural tourism can make a positive
contribution to supporting the rural economy and society, and become one of the main factors
influencing the direction of regional development. One of the important factors that can make
the rural economy flourish is turning to entrepreneurship. Rural entrepreneurship is not a new
concept, with case studies in the literature. Often referred to as an entrepreneurial activity to
enhance economic development or to create value for the place, rural entrepreneurship is
strongly associated with the productivity of rural communities. Meanwhile, tourism
entrepreneurship is a popular research topic because it is associated with a variety of topics. It
is often mentioned as an entrepreneurial activity to explore opportunities for economic
development, creativity in tangible and intangible products related to the tourism sector.
However, rural tourism entrepreneurship (RTE) is a new concept in the literature that combines
rural entrepreneurship and tourism entrepreneurship.

Methods

The present study is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of its
method. The statistical population of the study consists of rural households in the northern
Banajoi rural district of Bonab city. According to the results of the 2016 census, 3828
households, equivalent to 12262 people, live in this rural district. Using the Cochran formula,
349 people were selected as a sample. In order to collect data and information for the study, a
researcher-made questionnaire was used, the face and content validity of which was confirmed
using the opinions of relevant experts and professors. Also, its reliability using the Cochran
formula was obtained as 0.79 for the tourism entrepreneurship component, 0.77 for the livability
component, and 0.78 for the entire questionnaire, which indicates appropriate reliability for the
guestionnaire. Economic, socio-cultural, institutional, physical-infrastructural, and
environmental indicators have been used for tourism entrepreneurship, and economic, social,
environmental, and physical-infrastructural indicators have been used for livability. In order to
analyze the research findings, one-sample t-test, multivariate regression analysis, and Pearson
correlation coefficient have been used. In order to analyze the research findings, one-sample t-
test, multivariate regression analysis and Pearson correlation coefficient have been used.

Results

The research findings have been analyzed in two separate sections, descriptively and
inferentially. The results of the descriptive findings showed that 59 percent of the respondents
were male and 41 percent of the respondents were female. In terms of marital status, 53 percent
of the respondents were married, and 47 percent were single. In terms of age, the highest
frequency percentage, with 34 percent, was in the age group of 31 to 40 years, and the lowest
frequency percentage, with 11 percent, was in the age group over 60 years. In terms of
education, the highest frequency percentage, with 28 percent, was in the diploma education
group, and the lowest frequency percentage, with 14 percent, was in the primary education

group.

Conclusion

The rural community, as a part of the country's population that plays an important role in the
country's food production, has faced many problems in recent years, which has caused many
villagers to migrate to cities. The recent droughts and the lack of suitable jobs in villages have
driven many young people to cities. One of the issues that can be employed in villages is
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tourism, especially tourism entrepreneurship. The tourism industry, as the third-highest-income
industry in the world, has great potential for entrepreneurship and employment, which will
benefit villagers, especially in rural communities. The present study aims to investigate the
effects of tourism entrepreneurship on the viability of rural households, a case study of the
North Banajoi Rural District of Bonab County. The results showed that the villages of North
Banajoi Rural District have a great potential for tourism and tourism entrepreneurship, which
can lead to sustainable growth and development in this region in the coming years. The presence
of many natural and historical tourist areas and the presence of suitable weather throughout the
year attract many tourists to this region. The results showed that the situation of tourism
entrepreneurship in the villages of North Banajoi Rural District is favorable, and for this reason,
the livability of rural households has also improved, and as a result, it is evaluated as favorable.
The results of the effects of tourism entrepreneurship on the viability of rural households in the
economic dimension showed that tourism entrepreneurship has resulted in the majority of active
people benefiting from suitable jobs, the possibility of suitable employment for women at the
village level, an increase in diverse job opportunities in the village, the benefit of villagers from
sufficient income and the ability to meet their usual living expenses, the benefit of villagers
from sufficient savings and deposit reserves, the proper provision of people's daily needs by
grocery stores located at the village level, the provision and provision of goods needed by
villagers through rural cooperatives, job creation, etc., and private sector investment in rural
development measures (for example, employment infrastructure such as the development of
small and medium-sized workshop industries).

Keywords: Bonab, Rural Households, Viability, Entrepreneurship, Tourism.
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